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OPPORTUNITIES to ACT

“$mart Kid Essay Contest & FFGA Meeting” (Financial Fitness Greater Austin)

Financial Fitness Greater Austin is proud to announce the $mart Kid Essay Contest presented by Capital One Bank. The contest aims to help students develop knowledge of economic and personal finance concepts, and understand budgets in addition to the importance of financial planning. Four scholarships will be awarded ranging from $500 to $4,500. The next FFGA meeting will also be this month. 
Contest Information: (attached) Deadline for Essay Submission is April 12, 2010 
Meeting Information: Wednesday, March 10, 2010 (10:00–11:30a.m. at Goodwill Center, 1015 Norwood Park Blvd. Austin, Texas 78753) www.FinancialFitnessAustin.org 
OPPORTUNITIES to LEARN

“Webcast and Forum on Public Housing and Its Most Vulnerable Families) (Chapin Hall & the Urban Institute)

Chapin Hall and the Urban Institute will host a Child public policy forum that explores public housing and its most vulnerable families. As the federal government, localities, and housing authorities seek to revitalize scarred inner-city neighborhoods, a unique set of responses is needed to aid public housing's most vulnerable families. 
Webcast Information: Thursday, March 11, 2010 (8:00-9:30a.m.) Register at http://www.visualwebcaster.com/event.asp?id=65953 
“First Financial Education Teleconference” (Texas Department of Banking)

The Texas Department of Banking will host its first Financial Education Teleconference on Tuesday, March 23, 2010 from 2:30-3:30 CST.  The goal of these quarterly conference calls is to provide examples of successful financial education programs in Texas, along with innovative ideas and best practices.  Participation is free for these calls, but registration is required. 
Teleconference Information: Tuesday, March 23, 2010 (2:30–3:30p.m.) Register at http://www.banking.state.tx.us/dss/fe.htm 

“Quick Tips for Consumers over the Internet” (FDIC)

In observance of National Consumer Protection Week (NCPW) March 7-13, FDIC will begin to regularly deliver timely tips on money management on the agency’s Web site and through an e-mail subscription service. Topics will range from saving and borrowing money to protecting money with FDIC insurance and avoiding financial fraud.  The first five tips will be issued during NCPW – one each day – beginning Monday, March 8.   Starting the following Monday, the tips will be provided on a weekly basis as the FDIC “Consumer Tip of the Week.” 
Subscribe to Consumer Tips: www.fdic.gov/consumertips 
More Information about NCPW and FDIC News: www.fdic.gov/ncpw  and www.fdic.gov 

OPPORTUNITIES to READ

“Analysis: What does the Bible say about lending practices?” (The Baptist Standard)

Amy Wiles offers multiple perspectives about the church’s role in the increase of payday lender storefronts and growing interest rates in Texas. Biblical references are made with regard to ethical business practices and financial systems, in addition to ways of forming community. The Old and New Testament call for building a community that brings justice and hope to the poor.

Link to Article: http://www.baptiststandard.com/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=10779&Itemid=53 
“Costly Cash: How a Retiree Wound Up With a 375% Loan” (Daily Finance)

Pallavi Gogoi presents a story about how a pressing family matter led 63-year-old retiree Preston White to unknowingly take a loan with 375% interest from a Cash Store in Killeen, Texas. Preston White’s experience represents the growing number of Texans who face unforeseeable debt from money stores and payday lenders. The article reports that each year about 12 million people take out short-term loans with interest rates of 400% or more. 
Link to Article: http://www.dailyfinance.com/story/credit/costly-cash-how-a-retiree-wound-up-with-a-375-loan/19378471/ 

“Cost Savings Analysis of School Readiness in MI” (Wilder Research Study)
This Wilder Research study finds that Michigan preschool programs over the past 25 years are indeed saving the state $1 billion this year in crime and education costs, as well as contributing to increased state productivity. The study further  documents how putting money into programs for young children not only returns taxpayers’ initial investment, but pays additional dividends over time in reduced welfare, criminal justice, special and remedial education and other costs.
Link to Study: http://www.greatstartforkids.org/content/wilder-research 
“Illinois Families and Their Multiple Service Systems” (Chapin Hall)

This Chapin Hall issue brief presents findings from an analysis aimed at identifying the amount of government social program participation overlap among Illinois families. The focus is on five important social programs--foster care, mental health services, substance abuse treatment, and juvenile and adult corrections. To the extent that families are involved in multiple systems, the overlap of needs and service delivery has significant implications for the overall state budget and for how services might be organized and provided more efficiently and effectively.

Link to Brief: http://www.chapinhall.org/sites/default/files/publications/Multiple%20Systems_IB_03_01_10_0.pdf 

