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Special thanks to the students of Travis County Juvenile Justice Alternative Education
Program (JJAEP), Chief Estela Medina, and her staff for providing the following artwork
and poetry.




criminal

We are not criminals but in your eyes we are,
because of the shirt you see us wearing when
we step on the bus in the morning,

Just because of a bad choice we made Ir
school or

on the streets

you see us as people who are

not good at making choices of their own

just to fit in a group and get recognized

But you don't know me or what kind of person
I really am,

but no

just because you see me in these blue jean
pants

and this jjacp shirt

you see me as a CRIMINAL.

~ joseph . & anthony g.
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Dreams

| have thesa dreams, to do better things.
Eut when everyone's just pulling me down and telling me | can’t do i,
all | have are those dreams.
Getting out of this mess,

graduating,
going to college,
having a career,
being successful,
Those are my dreams.
But do | really want that, or is that just what my parents want.
| mean yeah,
| want to be successful and go to college,
But do | want to da it for me, or just to prove them wrong.
| know | need to do it for me,
but all | can think about
is proving them wrong.

- Ress




pain

Is it just in your head or your
heart?

Maybe it’s the feel of it when it
touches

your flesh

Pain is everywhere we go
Everything we do

All day long pain is around you
Not just physically but
Emotionally too

~Anthony



AUST COMPREHEN)

By . Bethea

L am from the great state of Texas

Cities ranging from Austin, San Antonio, to H-Town
Never a dull moment in my life

1 moved over eight times

You see, ‘cause things appear different from the view of my eyes
Raised by a single mother from the ages of six to sixteen
Always oh a struggle, strivin' to survive

Now L am with my father, yet times seem a bit harder

Always too mature for my age

Cant remenmber a time when L could just play
Too concerned with the persistence of time
30!‘6'3 having time to relax and unwind

But the past is the past

And it is what it is

So dont be concerned with where L am from,
Just comprehend. . .

...I know where L om going
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