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Infants and Toddlers in the Child Welfare System
A Quick Overview
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Children under age 4 are the largest cohort of children entering foster care: Infants alone represent
16% of the children enterm% foster care. Children from birth through age 3 account for 34% of
those children entering care' even though they only account for 22% of the child population®.

They are more likely to be abused and neglected than older children. Maltreatment is highest
during the first week of life. Among those infants experiencing non-fatal maltreatment in 2006,
33% were less than cight days old.”

Children under four account for 77% of child fatalities from abuse and neglect.*

Children younger than 4 are 32% more likely to be placed in foster care than children ages 4 to 11.°

Among infants leaving foster care to return to the care of their parents, 33% return to placement.”

Once they have been removed from their homes and placed in foster care, infants stay in foster care
longer than older children.”

Children awaiting adoption are spending more than three years in foster care on average. ¥ For
infants, this represents their entire early childhood.

All young children involved in a child malireatment mvestigation (whether OR NOT the
allegations are substantiated) are far 4 to 5 times more likely than the general population to

experience multiple developmental delays that make them eligible for publicly funded early
intervention services.”, '°

More than 400,000 children under the age of five have a parent in jail."' Approximately 6,600
babies are born to mothers who were imprisoned during their pregnancies.'”

Substance abuse is a factor in as many as 67% of child maltreatment cases."

Every year, more than 2.6 million babies are born to mothers who drank alcohol during
pregnancy'* and 40,000 of those babies are born with birth defects.'”

More than 2 million children under six live with one or more alcoholic parents.'®

Some 460,000 babies are exposed to illegal drugs in utero each year.!”
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