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Collaboration of  public and private agencies,

individual, and families.

Vision: No wrong door to the right 

mental health resources



Sponsoring Organizations
($25,000 support annually)

• ACH Child and Family Services
• City of Fort Worth 
• Cook ChildrenôsMedical Center 
• Fort Worth Independent School District  
• JPS Health Network  
• Lena Pope Home, Inc.  
• Mental Health Mental Retardation of Tarrant County 
• Tarrant County



Members
($300 ï$10,000 support annually)

o AIDS Outreach Center  
o Alliance for Children 
o Catholic Charities 
o Child Study Center  
o First United Methodist Church
o Masonic Home for Children  
o Mental Health Association 
o Millwood Hospital 
o NAMI of Tarrant County  
o Pressley Ridge 

o Safe Haven of Tarrant 
County

o Santa Fe Youth Services
o Tarrant County Challenge 
o The Art Station
o The Parenting Center
o Trauma Support Services
o United Way of Tarrant

County 
o The WomenôsCenter

Plus numerous individuals ($30)



Others Who Participate

º Mental health consumers and their 
families

º Physicians and private therapists

º Elected Officials and Government 
Agencies

º Texas Health Resources

º Baylor All Saints

º University of Texas at Arlington

º University of Texas at Austin

º Southwestern Medical Center

º University of North Texas Health 
Science Center

º Tarrant County College

º Texas Wesleyan

º Texas Womenõs University

º CPS

º Arlington ISD

º Keller ISD

º Crowley ISD

º DFW Center for Autism

º Arlington Police Dept.

º Fort Worth Police Dept.

º Resource Recovery Council

º Judicial System

º Corporate Community

º YWCA

º YMCA

º Multi-Cultural Alliance

º Faith community



Å$9.6 million cooperative agreement

ÅStarted 2002 

ÅAdministered by City of Fort Worth

ÅTarget population:

ÅChildren ages 6-18

ÅEnrolled in Fort Worth ISD

ÅExperiencing severe emotional disturbance



ÅMental Health Connection structure

ÅFamily Resource Centers

ÅDataLink (management information system)

ÅFamily Organization

ÅFamily & Consumer Connection

ÅCommunity Evaluation Team

ÅLinks of Hope

ÅExpansion of Evidence-Based Practices

ÅBetter Outcomes for Children and Families





ÅFirst few years of life critical to brain development

ÅRecent years have seen an increase in severe
behavioral & emotional problems among preschool-
aged children

Å35% increase in preschoolers needing inpatient
psychiatric care in local childrenõs hospital

ÅGap in services at age 3 when children graduate
from Early Childhood Services

ÅMany child psychiatrists will not diagnosis or prescribe
medications until age 6

ÅEarly intervention prevents later involvement with
high-cost systems (child welfare, juvenile justice)



Å$8.3 million cooperative agreement

ÅStarted in 2008 

ÅAdministered by MHMR of Tarrant County

ÅTarget population:

ÅChildren ages 0-6

ÅResidents of Hood, Johnson, Palo Pinto, Parker,
or Tarrant Counties

ÅExperiencing severe emotional disturbance



ÅExpanding System of Care to rural communities

ÅWraparound

ÅRespite

ÅDataLink

ÅWorking with local grass-roots organizations

ÅConnecting families with other families

ÅFamily mentor program

ÅPlay groups / Support groups

ÅSocial networking and technology



ÅWraparound training 

ÅStatewide certification for home visitors

ÅCultural competence training

ÅEarly childhood education

ÅTraining for childcare providers

ÅTraining clinicians in evidence-based practices



ÅBridging the Gap Symposium

ÅJournal Club reviewing EBPõsfor young children:

ÅNurse-Family Partnership

ÅPCIT

ÅIncredible Years

ÅHigh/Scope Curriculum

ÅTrauma-Focused CBT

ÅParticipating in national study

ÅPartnership with UT Austin



ÅHigh levels of stigma in rural communities

ÅLack of mental health services for young children,
particularly in rural communities

ÅYoung parents struggling with their own
mental health and substance abuse issues

ÅIncreased number of children in kinship care

ÅPhysicians lack of expertise in early childhood
mental health


