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TEXAS JUVENILE JUSTICE ROUNDTABLE
Reports and Resources Digest VII – February 2010 


EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES
“Texas State Revenue Meeting” (The Center for Public Policy Priorities, Texas AFT, Texas Baptist Christian Life Commission, Texas Impact, Texas State Teachers’ Association, Texans Care for Children, Texans Together Education Fund)

The listed organizations will host a breakfast briefing about the impacts of Texas’ budget deficit in 2011. Discussion also will address how organizations can collaborate to make a difference in the next session.
Event Information: Wednesday, February 17, 2010 from 9:30 – 11:30am at United Way Capital Area (2000 East MLK Jr. Blvd.) Please RSVP no later than February 15th at http://cppp.org/rsvp.php.

“Texas Indigent Defense Summit” (Texas Criminal Justice Coalition)
The Summit will offer panel sessions with regard to the progress and challenges of the Fair Defense Act in addition to ways to improve standards, accountability, and the quality of indigent defense. Other panel sessions will address cost-effective indigent defense delivery systems and solutions to misdemeanor representation issues. The summit fulfills 6.5 continuing legal education (CLE) hours.
Event Information: Wednesday, February 24, 2010 from 9:00am – 4:30pm at the Texas Capitol Auditorium E1.004 (Free). Register at
http://www.tcdla.com/source/meetings/cmeetingprocesssearch.cfm?section=events 
“Juvenile Justice Leadership Development Institute” (National Juvenile Justice Network)

NJJN is now accepting applications for the pilot year of their Institute held on July 11-16 in New Orleans, Louisiana. They seek advocates and organizers with proven leadership potential who have a passion and demonstrated promise for transformation of the juvenile justice system, specifically for people of color; youth with direct system experience; and family members with direct system experience.  

Institute Information: http://njjn.org/media/resources/public/resource_1412.pdf 

Event Application: http://njjn.org/media/resources/public/resource_1449.doc 

“Texas Public Policy Foundation Seeks Policy Analyst” (Texas Public Policy Foundation)

The TPPF’s Center for Effective Justice is seeking applications for a Policy Analyst to engage in research, writing, legislative education, and public and media communications on adult and juvenile corrections issues. A cover letter, resume, salary requirement, references, and writing sample may be sent to Greg Sindelar at administration@texaspolicy.com
More Information: http://www.texaspolicy.com/pdf/2010-CEJ-PolicyAnalyst.pdf 

REPORTS & RESEARCH

“Approaching Juvenile Justice with a Focus on Positive Youth Development” (National Juvenile Justice Network)
The platform provides background on positive youth development (PYD) and strengths-based programming as well as recommendations for the use of PYD in juvenile justice systems.  The recommendations reflect a broad consensus of the Network’s 40 members. 
Link to Policy Platform: http://njjn.org/media/resources/public/resource_1427.pdf 
“Juvenile Arrests 2008” (Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention)

OJJDP’s recent bulletin documents the extent and nature of juvenile crime. The data reflect a three percent decline in overall juvenile arrests from 2007 to 2008 and a two percent decrease in juvenile arrests for violent offenses over the same period. Similar positive trends are evidenced across most offense categories for both male and female and white and minority youth, in effect reversing the modest increases in juvenile arrests reported for 2005 and 2006. 
Link to Bulletin: http://njjn.org/media/resources/public/resource_1430.pdf 
“Keeping More Kids in the Community: Juvenile Justice Solutions in Texas” (Texas Public Policy Foundation)

In October 2009, the Texas Public Policy Foundation hosted a luncheon program to examine how departments could utilize legislative funds directed towards enhancing community-based alternatives to reduce re-arrests and commitments to Texas Youth Commission institutions. Panelists of the luncheon included Vice Chairman of House Corrections Jerry Madden, LBJ Professor Michele Deitch, Harris County Chief Juvenile Probation Officer Henry Hetzel, and TJPC Executive Director Vicki Spriggs.

Link to Audio and Video: Audio and Video
“Texas Counties Can Unlock Kids and Saving” (Texas Public Policy Foundation)

A report by Mark Levin explains that evidence from Texas cities and scholarly research increasingly indicates that communities can enhance public safety and reduce costs to taxpayers by providing alternatives that divert appropriate youths from detention, adjudication, and probation.

Link to Publication: http://www.texaspolicy.com/pdf/2009-12-PB24-UnlockKids-ml.pdf 
“Texas Criminal Justice Reform: Lower Crime, Lower Cost” (Texas Public Policy Foundation)
Mark Levin’s report recommends that by continuing to build upon the recent initiatives that are successfully reducing both crime and incarceration rates, Texas can achieve further crime reductions and lower its corrections budget through the closure of unneeded adult and juvenile correctional facilities.

Link to Publication: http://www.texaspolicy.com/pdf/2010-01-PP04-justicereinvestment-ml.pdf 
NEWS & MEDIA

“City Signals Intent to Put Few Teenagers in Jail” (New York Times)
Mayor Bloomberg of New York City recently announced the integration of the city’s Department of Juvenile Justice and child welfare agency. The merge aims to make services more accessible for youth who commit crimes, but will not compromise public safety in any way. The new plan also encourages judicial officials to focus on community-based treatment for youth as a means of being more cost-effective and reducing recidivism. 
Link to Article: http://www.nytimes.com/2010/01/21/nyregion/21juvenile.html?ref=nyregion 
“JJ Trends Emerging in State Budget Crises: Let the Counties Do It” (Youth Today)
John Kelly discusses a growing trend of states that give greater responsibility to counties in overseeing their juvenile justice system. For some counties, specifically in Arizona, this is an opportunity to decentralize juvenile facilities and possibly invest in cost-effective alternatives. For other counties such as those in Tennessee and Iowa, detention centers may suffer if states choose not to fund them under a budget crunch.

Link to Blog Post: http://youthtoday.org/talk/comments.cfm?blog_id=289 


