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TEXAS JUVENILE JUSTICE ROUNDTABLE
Reports and Resources Digest VI – January 2010 


EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES
“Texas Summit on Mental Health and Juvenile Justice” (Texans Care for Children, Texas Mental Health, & Juvenile Justice Action Network)
Made possible by Methodist Healthcare Ministries and with legislative sponsorship from Texas Senator Glenn Hegar, the Summit includes seminars from leading national experts at The National Center for Mental Health and Juvenile Justice, The National Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges, and the New York State Office of Children and Family Services. 
Event Information: Thursday, January 28th, 2010 (9am – 3pm), Capitol Building Auditorium (Austin, TX), Pre-register by Tuesday, January 19th to Kristina Salinas ksalinas@texanscareforchildren.org 

REPORTS & RESEARCH

“Family Involvement in Pennsylvania’s Juvenile Justice System” (Pennsylvania Models for Change Community Partnership)

The report develops strategies and models that support family involvement in the juvenile justice system. Seven principles of family involvement are presented to encourage the system-wide adoption of effective, evidence-based strategies and services that support the family role at both the individual child and the larger policy and planning levels.
Link to Report: http://njjn.org/media/resources/public/resource_1419.pdf 

“Lessons in Leadership: The Case for Student Councils at All TYC Facilities” (Texas Youth Commission)

The Texas Youth Commission recently released policy recommendations to reinstitute a student council program at all TYC secure facilities, contract facilities, and halfway houses. Student Councils utilize civic participation as a means to enhance resiliency of students’ protective factors and further support their overall rehabilitation process. Recommendations also included using the Gainesville State School Student Council handbook as a guideline, formal training for staff involved in the program, and an annual symposium to increase cross-campus communication.
**This is the last report produced by former Ombudsman and TYC Director of Special Projects Will Harrell who has taken a position at the Southern Poverty Law Center.
Link to Report: (attached)

“Research on Pathways to Desistance” (MacArthur Research Network on Adolescent Development)

A study followed 1,354 juvenile offenders, their family members, and friends over a seven-year period and found that community-based options may be more effective than incarceration for some youth convicted of serious offenses. The report further found that placement in a juvenile facility appears to have no advantage over probation in reducing recidivism rates or instances of self-reported offenses. Even among youth who committed serious (often violent) offenses, 90 percent turned away from serious offending after involvement with the court and were able to live successfully in their communities. 
Link to Report: http://njjn.org/media/resources/public/resource_1424.pdf 
“Sexual Victimization In Juvenile Facilities Reported By Youth, 2008-09” (Bureau of Justice Statistics)
The 2008-09 National Survey of Youth in Custody (NSYC) conducted a survey in 195 juvenile confinement facilities between June 2008 and April 2009 sampling over 9,000 adjudicated youth. The report provides national-level and facility-level estimates of sexual victimization by type of activity. It also includes an analysis of the experience of sexual victimization, characteristics of youth most at risk to victimization, where the incidents occur, time of day, characteristics of perpetrators, and nature of the injuries. The report estimates the sampling error for selected measures of sexual victimization and summarizes characteristics of victims and incidents.
Link to Report: http://bjs.ojp.usdoj.gov/index.cfm?ty=pbdetail&iid=2113 
“The Keeper and the Kept: Reflections on Local Obstacles to Disparities Reduction in Juvenile Justice Systems and a Path to Change” (W. Haywood Burns Institute)

The report examines the “ecology” of local juvenile justice systems and provides strategies for disparities reform. The authors offer 13 key elements of an intentional approach to reducing disparities including conducting a jurisdictional assessment, establishing constituent meetings, collecting the appropriate data, and creating alternatives to detention.
Link to Report: http://njjn.org/media/resources/public/resource_1422.pdf 

