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TEXAS JUVENILE JUSTICE ROUNDTABLE
Reports and Resources Digest V – December 2009 


EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES
“Texas Summit on Mental Health and Juvenile Justice” (Texans Care for Children, Texas Mental Health, & Juvenile Justice Action Network)
Made possible by Methodist Healthcare Ministries and with legislative sponsorship from Texas Senator Glenn Hegar, the Summit includes seminars from leading national experts at The National Center for Mental Health and Juvenile Justice, The National Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges, and the New York State Office of Children and Family Services. 
Event Information: Thursday, January 28th, 2010 (9am – 3pm), Capitol Building Auditorium (Austin, TX), Pre-register by Tuesday, January 19th to Kristina Salinas ksalinas@texanscareforchildren.org 

REPORTS & RESEARCH

“Medicaid Eligibility, Enrollment, and Retention Policies: Findings from a Survey of Juvenile Justice and Medicaid Policies Affecting Children in the Juvenile Justice System” (National Academy for State Health Policy)
The new NASHP brief is the second in a series that highlights findings from surveys of juvenile justice and Medicaid agencies. The findings help evaluate current policies around health care and Medicaid enrollment for youth involved in the juvenile justice system. 

Link to Brief: http://www.nashp.org/sites/default/files/MacFound11-09.pdf 

 “Research on Pathways to Desistance” (Models for Change)
The new report suggests that community-based options may be more effective than incarceration for some youth convicted of serious offenses. The research also finds that placement in a juvenile facility appears to have no advantage over probation in reducing recidivism rates or instances of self-reported offenses. Among youth committing serious offenses, 90 percent were turned away from serious offending after involvement with the court and as a result, were able to live successfully in their communities. 
Link to Research: http://www.kintera.org/TR.asp?a=geLILMNqH8LEJZJ&s=9eKHLQNqHcLJKMPtEqH&m=qjJZL6NKJdL0F 

NEWS & MEDIA


“De-Criminalizing Children” (New York Times)

The editorial highlights various issues that the Juvenile Justice Delinquency Prevention Act (JJDPA) addresses and why Congress should reauthorize the bill. The article reports that as many as 150,000 children who often commit nonviolent offenses are sent to adult jails every year. JJDPA encourages states to phase out of policies that place children in adult facilities while using community-based settings as an alternative. **JJDPA passed out of the Senate Judiciary Committee by a vote of 12-7 on 12/17/09. 

Link to Article: http://www.nytimes.com/2009/12/17/opinion/17thu3.html?_r=1&th&emc=th 

“Jailing Juveniles: Sensible fixes to youth crime and delinquency policies” (Washington Post)
This week the Senate Judiciary committee will hear a bill to reauthorize the Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevent Act (JJDPA). Besides providing funds to states who comply with federal guidelines, the bill also calls for states to separate juveniles from adult offenders. The Act further discourages states from imprisoning status offenders and requests that states formulate a plan to address disproportionate minority contact.
Link to Article: http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/12/13/AR2009121302444.html 

 “Why Juvenile Detention Makes Teens Worse” (Time)
A Montreal study followed 779 low-income youth for 20 years and tracked their arrest records into adulthood. The study found that kids exposed to the juvenile justice system were twice as likely to be arrested as adults. More contact with other troubled youth not only worsens kids’ behavior, but also raises their odds of adult arrest by a factor of 14. The study recommends family therapy or one-on-one counseling as effective practices rather than group activities.
Link to Article: http://www.time.com/time/health/article/0,8599,1914837,00.html 

