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TEXAS JUVENILE JUSTICE ROUNDTABLE
Reports and Resources Digest IV – November 2009 


EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES
“2010 Grants for the Offender Reentry Program” (Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration, Center for Substance Abuse)
The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (SAMHSA agency) is accepting applications for FY2010 grants for the Offender Reentry Program, a program that expands or enhances substance abuse treatment to sentenced juveniles returning to the community from incarceration. Public and private nonprofit entities are eligible for the estimated $13,000,000 in total funding. Deadline is January 19, 2010.

Link to Grant Information: http://www07.grants.gov/search/search.do?&mode=VIEW&flag2006=false&oppId=50070 

“TJPC Launches RSS Feeds” (Texas Juvenile Probation Commission)
The Texas Juvenile Probation Commission is now providing an opportunity for juvenile justice professionals to receive RSS feeds. RSS feeds customize various web publications and articles in a concise format. For no cost, subscribers will receive important information on behalf of TJPC.
Link to Subscribe: http://www.tjpc.state.tx.us/rss/rss.htm

REPORTS & RESEARCH

“Hidden Injustice: Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender Youth in Juvenile Courts” (Legal Services for Children, National Juvenile Defender Center, and National Center for Lesbian Rights)
The Equity Project recently released a report that examined experiences of LGBT youth in juvenile courts all across the country. After conducting several surveys and interviews, the authors revealed various factors that impact negative experiences for LGBT youth in addition to common misconceptions, lack of adequate services, and disproportionate detainment of the youth. Recommendations were also provided.
Link to Report: http://www.equityproject.org/pdfs/hidden_injustice.pdf 


“Poly-victimization Among Girls in the Juvenile Justice System: Manifestations & Associations to Delinquency” (University of South Carolina)
The report finds that there is considerable evidence that poly-victimization (simultaneously experiencing different kinds of victimization in separate incidents) is pervasive in the backgrounds of delinquent girls. The study used lifespan data on girls’ victimization and juvenile offending to examine the range, diversity, and co-occurrence of different types of violence over the course of girls’ lives and the relationship of victimization to girls' offending.
Link to Report: http://njjn.org/media/resources/public/resource_1379.pdf 


“Research Sheds Light on Juvenile Sex Offenders” (Journal of Forensic Nursing)
New research shows key differences between juvenile and adult sex offenders. This is significant because many youth who commit sex offenses are now subject to harsher punishments designed for adults and are not provided with appropriate rehabilitative treatment.
Link to Journal Article: http://njjn.org/media/resources/public/resource_1380.pdf 
NEWS & MEDIA
“Disabled students restrained, injured in public schools” (The Texas Tribune)
A Texas Tribune review of state data revealed how restraints were applied to students with disabilities more than 18,000 times last school year. The article discusses how the use of restraints resulted in emotional problems for youth, especially special education students. Texas school districts continue to have the highest restraint rates although reporting mechanisms vary from state to state.
Link to Article: http://www.texastribune.org/stories/2009/nov/02/disabled-students-restrained-public-schools/ 
 “Supreme Court Weighs Life Sentences for Juveniles” (NPR)
On November 9, the U.S. Supreme Court heard oral arguments from two cases that tested the constitutionality of sentencing a juvenile to life in prison without parole. Joe Sullivan and Tarrance Graham committed non-homicidal offenses at age 13 and 16, respectively. The NPR article provides the case overview, arguments made by the juvenile advocate and defense attorney, and Justices’ responses.
Link to Article: http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=120251047&ps=rs 
Related Links: 
http://blog.reclaimingfutures.org/?q=juvenile-justice-reform-Supreme-Court-juvenile-life-without-parole  (Reclaiming Futures Blog Post)
http://njjn.org/issue_112.html (National Juvenile Justice Network “Trying Youth as Adults” resources)
“TYC: Mentally ill offenders won’t be discharged without proper services” (The Texas Tribune)
The article reports that the Texas Youth Commission will stop releasing severely mentally-ill offenders until the agency can ensure there is proper treatment available in the community. A bill passed this last session grants eligibility for discharged youth to utilize care provided by the Texas Correctional Office of Offenders with Medical or Mental Impairment. Emphasis is placed on the need for better services.
Link to Article: http://www.texastribune.org/stories/2009/nov/04/tyc-mentally-ill-offenders-wont-be-discharged-without-proper-services/ 


