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Texas Juvenile Justice Roundtable
REPORTS & RESOURCES DIGEST – June 9, 2010



OPPORTUNITIES to ACT

Statewide Reentry Task Force Seeks Input. The Community Reentry Working Group of the Statewide Reentry Task Force’s primary objective is to identify barriers that impact individuals’ successful reentry into Texas communities from local or state correctional facilities, specifically statutory barriers; regulatory barriers; programmatic barriers; resource barriers; and implementation barriers. The Task Force seeks feedback from professional service providers, agency staff, and others who have experience with reentry issues in Texas through the online survey. Please share the link with other interested parties. 
House Committee on Corrections Hearing—Houston, TX on Wednesday, June 30, 2010 at 9:00am (1001 Preston St. 77002). The Committee Hearing will include invited and public testimony on Charge 3, making recommendations to ensure that offenders who are released or discharged have the necessary supervision and access to employment, housing, treatment, and other support programs to allow successful reentry and integration into the community. 

OPPORTUNITIES to LEARN
Building a Bridge to Effective Services: Collaborating for Success of Youth and Families—Prairie View, TX on Thursday, June 10, 2010 from 9:00 – 3:30pm (Don K. Clark Building, College of Juvenile Justice & Psychology Auditorium). Hosted by Prairie View A&M University, the conference will include keynote speakers Representative Sylvester Turner, James Bell, and Steven Hollaway. Concurrent sessions include parenting perspectives, dangers of the internet, adolescent drug trends, multisystemic therapy, among other topics. Continuing education credits are offered for this conference. Registration after June 4 is $85.00 and $30.00 for students. 
Special Education Issues and the Juvenile Justice System 2010—Austin, TX on Friday, June 25, 2010 (Norris Conference Center). The Texas Bar CLE will offer a conference covering a panel discussion about establishing a good relationship between attorney/client/parent; class C misdemeanors in municipal or justice of the peace courts; juvenile criminal records; non-disclosure of children’s criminal cases; behavior intervention plans; restraints and seclusion; and ethical guidelines for representing juveniles with mental health issues. Register for the course by June 11 and save up to $75. 

RESOURCES and REPORTS
Active and Healthy Schools Get Kids Moving: MU researchers implement program to increase student’s activity was an article released by U.S. News and World Reports. A Missouri elementary school recently adopted the Active and Healthy Schools Program, a program aimed to help increase kids’ activity levels, improve their attention span and reduce discipline problems. As a part of the program, students participate in 3-5 minute activity breaks throughout the day, including games such as jumping, walking or climbing stairs, and may occur inside or outside of the classroom. After breaks, teachers resume schoolwork and students' attention levels are restored. 
Representing Juvenile Status Offenders was a book released this year sponsored by the Center on Children and the Law. The book offers a roadmap to representing juvenile status offenders. Each chapter, written by an expert in the field, gives legal advocates the tools to successfully engage and represent youth in status offense proceedings. Juvenile status offenders are an underserved group, although thousands enter the court system every year. They face sometimes insurmountable obstacles: abuse, neglect, high family conflict and domestic violence; desperately poor and violent neighborhoods; serious mental health needs, learning disabilities, emotional or behavioral problems; gangs; bad peer group choices; and poor educational and employment options. 
Tickets for 10-Year-Olds recently was published by The Texas Tribune. The article highlights data from a Texas Appleseed report with regard to school-based ticketing. It reports that the “boom in ticket-writing over the last decade or more tracks with the boom in the creation of school district police departments,” growing from 7 in 1989 to more than 160 departments today. The article further provides ticketing data about Houston, Dallas, and Austin ISDs and how the Senate Criminal Justice Committee responded to the information at a hearing in April. 
Toward Developmentally Appropriate Practice: A Juvenile Court Training Curriculum. Intended for juvenile court judges, defense attorneys, prosecutors, and probation staff, the curriculum provides in-depth training materials on the most up-to-date adolescent development research and its application to juvenile court practices. Published by the National Juvenile Defender Center, this curriculum is available to jurisdictions across the country to enhance the capacity of professionals to make high-quality, developmentally appropriate decisions about the court-involved youth with whom they work.

TYC Giddings State School was granted accreditation by the American Correctional Association’s (ACA) Commission on Accreditation for Corrections on May 1, 2010. The Giddings facility is the second TYC facility to be accredited this year; the Ron Jackson State Juvenile Correctional Complex became the first. The agency had a 100 percent compliance rate with all mandatory standards as well as 99.7 percent compliance rate with all non-mandatory standards, meeting 326 of 327 measures. Accreditation signifies that a facility has implemented state-of-the-art policies and operational procedures, and established specific, nationally recognized guidelines for daily operations. More TYC news can be found at the agency’s Spotlight Newsletter. 

TYC Semi-Annual Update (attached) provides a facility accreditation update; new rules for mental health discharges; details of the General Revenue budget savings for 2010-2011; and highlights on implemented legislation from the 81st session. The Update also touches on facts about academics and workforce development in addition to a snapshot of the TYC population. The TYC Board and scheduled committee and board meetings also are displayed.
