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OPPORTUNITIES to ACT

Department of Justice Seeks Public Comments for Proposed Supplemental Guidelines. The U.S. Department of Justice’s SMART office issued new proposed supplemental guidelines to the SORNA title of the Adam Walsh Act (AWA) that makes improvements to the required registration provisions for juveniles. The proposed guidelines give jurisdictions discretion to exempt juvenile delinquency offenders from public Web site posting and to withhold their registration information from the entities to which SORNA otherwise requires reporting, such as schools and public housing. Interested parties can submit public comments on the proposed guidelines on or before July 13, 2010. 
OPPORTUNITIES for FUNDING

Federal Funding for High School Graduation Initiative (HSGI) awards discretionary grants to State educational agencies (SEAs) and local educational agencies (LEAs) to support the implementation of effective, sustainable, and coordinated dropout prevention and re-entry programs in high schools with annual dropout rates that exceed their state average annual dropout rate. Funds also may be used to support activities at middle schools that feed into high schools that have dropout rates that exceed the State average annual date. Letters of intent are due July 7, 2010 and full applications are due by July 28, 2010. 
RESOURCES and REPORTS
Advocates: Youth Probation Cuts Too Costly was an article released by The Texas Tribune. The article discusses how the drop in population in TYC facilities has saved the state millions of dollars. In the last biennium, counties received funds to go towards supervising youth on probation that otherwise would have gone to TYC. Although the county-based programs are saving the state money to divert children from TYC, departments are concerned that recent budget cut requests will force them to cut valuable programs. “Whitmire says he will argue that programs that keep kids out of TYC need to be exempt from state budget cuts.”
First, Do No Harm: How Educators and Police Can Work Together More Effectively to Preserve School Safety and Protect Vulnerable Students was released by The Charles Hamilton Houston Institute for Race and Justice. The policy brief offers recommendations for how school resource officers can be more effectively deployed in public schools. It provides an overview of how and why police moved in such critical masses into middle and high schools across the country, identifies studies that have examined some of the consequences of placing police in schools, and summarizes major findings from a series of interviews the authors conducted during 2008-2009 of police chiefs and school resource officers in 16 Massachusetts school districts.
Juvenile Justice and Delinquency is the first text to comprehensively trace the progress toward resolving critical juvenile justice and delinquency issues, and to provide cutting-edge intervention strategies to effectively rehabilitate juvenile offenders and prevent delinquency. Authored by David Springer and Albert Roberts, the book examines and critiques historical, political, and legal trends, as well as the range of developmental, familial, and sociological theoretical explanations of juvenile delinquency. Current evidence-based practice, prevention strategies and programs, and juvenile justice treatment and policy alternatives are thoroughly explored. 
Juvenile Justice, Mental Health and Youth of Color: A Framework for Action in Texas is a report recently published by Southwest Key Programs and the Inter-American Institute for Youth Justice at the University of Texas at Austin. Funded by the Hogg Foundation for Mental Health, the report describes findings from a symposium with national and local experts, as well as stakeholder focus groups with youth, parents and providers. The study confirmed disparities in access, quality of treatment and aftercare for minority youth in the Texas juvenile justice system and provided a set of policy recommendations to address these issues. 

National Juvenile Justice Network Policy Platform Disproportionate Minority Contact (DMC). The National Juvenile Justice Network released a policy platform of recommendations with regard to DMC. The policy platform includes recommendations on how states and localities can address the pervasive problem of racial and ethnic disparities in the juvenile justice system. The document urges jurisdictions to make firm commitments to end DMC, collaborate with key stakeholders in juvenile justice and related systems that work with at-risk youth, and establish clear methods for data collection and analysis. 
PolicyforResults.org is a website dedicated to helping policymakers make sound decisions that contribute to better outcomes and opportunities for all children and families. The site is a project of The Center for the Study of Social Policy (CSSP) a public policy, research and technical assistance organization. The site includes issues related to child and family well-being: Strategies for Tight Budget Times; Creating Economic Opportunity for Families and Reducing Poverty; Improving Grade Level Reading, Exits from Foster Care; and Reducing Juvenile Detention, among other issues.

Ten Things Every Juvenile Court Judge Should Know About Trauma and Delinquency was a bulletin released by the National Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges, the National Child Traumatic Stress Network, and the Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention. The bulletin discusses how juvenile courts can benefit from understanding trauma, its impact on youth, and its relationship to delinquency. Research has repeatedly shown that the majority of youth in the juvenile justice system have experienced traumatic events; the juvenile court is disadvantaged if this fact is overlooked.
