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TEXAS JUVENILE JUSTICE ROUNDTABLE
Reports and Resources Digest – September 2009 


EVENTS

“5th Annual Strengthening Youth and Families: Ideas, Tools, and Practices for Success” (TJPC)
The annual conference will be held November 4-6, 2009 at the Omni Southpark Austin Hotel and is sponsored by the Texas Juvenile Probation Commission, among other state agencies. The early registration deadline is October 1st with a $100 conference fee.
Link to Online Registration: http://www.tjpc.state.tx.us/ 


REPORTS

“America’s Children: Key National Indicators of Well-Being, 2009” (OJJDP Federal Interagency Forum on Child and Family Statistics) 
The annual report provides detailed information on the welfare of children and families by presenting a summary of national indicators for monitoring youth behavior.
Link to Report: http://www.childstats.gov/pdf/ac2009/ac_09.pdf 

“Keeping Our Kids at Home: Expanding Community-Based Facilities for Adjudicated Youth” (Texas Public Policy Foundation)
The report examines current barriers to the establishment and expansion of community-based options for system-involved youth, and offers practical solutions for establishing a true continuum of care for troubled youth that goes beyond secure correctional facilities.
Link to Report: http://www.texaspolicy.com/pdf/2009-05-PP15-community-based-jj-facilities-md.pdf
 “Reclaiming Michigan’s Throwaway Kids: Students Trapped in the School-to-Prison Pipeline” (ACLU of Michigan)
The report discusses the disproportionate impact of school discipline policies towards African American students and provides recommendations and alternatives to suspension and expulsion practices.
Link to Report: http://www.aclumich.org/sites/default/files/file/reclaimingmichigansthrowawaykids.pdf
“Role of Juvenile Defense Counsel in Delinquency Court” (National Juvenile Defender Center)
The NJDC report describes the role of defense attorneys in an effort to inform juvenile justice stakeholders the constitutional rights of children who are charged with offenses.
Link to Report: http://njjn.org/media/resources/public/resource_1262.pdf 

“Safety with Dignity: Alternatives to the Over-Policing of Schools” (National Juvenile Justice Network)
The report documents the successes of six New York City public high schools in maintaining safe, nurturing educational environments without using metal detectors, aggressive policing and harsh disciplinary policies. 
Link to Report: http://njjn.org/media/resources/public/resource_1265.pdf 

 “The Adam Walsh Act and Wisconsin: One-Size-Fits-All Registration Does Not Fit Everyone” (Wisconsin Council on Children and Families)
The report reviews the Adam Walsh Act requirements and its impact on juvenile sex offenders, recommending that they be treated differently from adult perpetrators.
Link to Report: http://wccf.org/pdf/adam_walsh_report_summer_2009.pdf 
NEWS & MEDIA
“New Study finds ‘Delinquent Behavior Among Boys Contagious’” (Journal of Child Psychology and Psychiatry)
Research in Canada finds that housing boys together in detention centers increases the likelihood of continued criminal behavior and therefore, the report recommends greater emphasis on prevention efforts to minimize the amount of youth in juvenile justice centers.
Link to Article: http://www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/2009-07/uom-nsf071609.php 
 “Why Juvenile Detention Makes Teens Worse” (Time & CNN)
A 20-year study of 779 low-income youth reveals how exposure to misbehaving youth can worsen their behavior by glamorizing the idea of delinquency and as a result, increase their odds of adult arrest.
Link to Article: http://www.time.com/time/health/article/0,8599,1914837,00.html   
“Young, Mentally Ill and Behind Bars” (New York Times)
The article presents six Letters to the Editor in response to a NY Times article (http://www.nytimes.com/2009/08/10/us/10juvenile.html) that reported the growing number of youth in detention centers despite survey results that proved about two-thirds of incarcerated youth had at least one mental illness.
Link to Article: http://www.nytimes.com/2009/08/17/opinion/l17juvenile.html?_r=3 


RESOURCES
“Manual Provides Assistance on Disproportionate Minority Contact” (OJJDP)
The 4th edition of OJJDP’s Disproportionate Minority Contact (DMC) Technical Assistance Manual features new chapters on DMC data and intervention strategies and also provides guidance to various DMC identification and monitoring, assessment, and evaluation methods.
Link to Manual Index: www.ncjrs.gov/html/ojjdp/dmc_ta_manual/index.html
“New Website Features Tools and Strategies to Help Policymakers Improve the Lives of Children and Families” (Center for the Study of Social Policy)
A new site was launched that offers various strategies and national data for state and local policymakers 
to use in hopes of addressing problems that affect children, families and communities.
Link to New Website: http://www.policyforresults.org/ 
www.texanscareforchildren.org
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